Progress Report Drinking Water Education in Under-Served Communities
The project started in January 2004 by establishing and searching for a Project Coordinator.  By April 2004, this position was fulfilled and a search for Project Aide was performed in May.  At the same time, preparation for the project which include purchasing equipment (computer, GPS units, office supplies, materials, etc.) and developing training manuals were performed.  In June 2004, a Project Aide and two student interns were employed.  They received training to perform lab water testing using pH and Nitrate meters.  We established central location for cooperators to obtain information and communicate local problems, developed working plan to conduct community meetings, identified locations to conduct community meetings, designed flyers and brochures to advertise the project and meetings, established contacts with local government officials and other community leaders as well as local private well users. In July 2004, we were able to identify locations and distribute flyers for community meetings; including churches, supermarkets, gas stations, public libraries, feed stores, and other public facilities.  The first community meeting was held in Boley and we tested water samples for pH, total dissolved solids and nitrate.  We also collected water samples for bacteria testing to be sent to Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality.  In addition, Oklahom*A*Syst assessments were completed for the area.  The next community meeting was held in Paden, and similar tests were performed.  Additionally, Student Interns prepared presentation materials to share information about the project with other REYAP students, REYAP Board of Directors, government officials, and citizens from other communities.  In August 2004, the students presented and shared their experience while working in rural communities educating them about water quality.  In August, REYAP summer interns presented project description and accomplishments with other REYAP students, REYAP Board of Directors, government officials, citizens from other communities.  We also conducted community meetings in Clearview and Mason, which included preparation of flyers and brochures, distribution of flyers and brochures, and modification of presentations for Clearview and Mason.  After the meeting, well owners who needed assistance to complete Home*A*Syst assessment were identified.  Their water samples were tested for pH, total dissolved solids, nitrate and collected water samples for bacteria tests.  In September 2004, more well owners who needed assistance to complete Home*A*Syst assessment were identified.  October through November 2005 the project participants increased to 51.  Additional assessments were collected and tested for pH, total dissolved solids, nitrate, and bacteria testing.  We also identified drinking well locations in Boley, Clearview, Mason, and Paden using GPS unit.  In 2006, we continued collecting samples from identified locations, which includes Nuyaka and Okemah area.  However, Nuyaka and Okemah areas are now serving rural district water systems.  Therefore, most of the well water owners no longer use their well water, resulting in less participants.  Overall, we have increased the number of participants to 77.
Impact Statement
One goal for this project is to increase awareness and understanding of well-water protection in targeted rural and urban minority communities.  Approximately 77 participants attended either a Home*A*Syst workshop, completed all five assessments, submitted a water sample for bacteria testing, or participated in all three activities.
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