Federal Framework for Balancing Agriculture and the Environment: Opportunities for Collaboration Forum
Dec 6, 2005

8:30
Jimmy Palmer spoke about the challenges facing agriculture in the SE.  The addition of a Regional Agriculural Coordinator in the Office of Special Programs was also discussed.

8:50
Jon Scholl, Office of the Administrator gave a powerpoint presentation titled “Agriculture Producing Solutions” that highlighted cooperative conservation issues.

9:30
Jim Giattina and Beverly Banister gave a powerpoint presentation on the Regional Ag Strategy and discussed tends and hot topics related to Ag and EPA.


Discussion/Comments
A rotating system for funding pesticide waste collection in Region 4 states was discussed (finds would go to a different state each year). 

We should be proactive with issues in ag air quality.  There should be more funds available for this type of outreach.

Pesticide manufacturers should be forced to recycle pesticide materials and containers.

Transgenic technology, etc. has reduced the amount of Active Ingredient used to grow cotton from 12 lbs down to 4lbs.

10:35
Richard Swenson gave the NRCS perspective and gave several  suggested readings including the Ag Adjustment Act of 1933, US v. Butler 1935, and the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act of 1936.  He also reminded us that NRCS is invited on the farm, and EPA is not.  NRCS wants to keep it that way.
10:50
Dr. Ron Brown presented the Extension Perspective in a powerpoint presentation.  The advantages and challenges of a locally driven program were addressed.

11:15
Dr. Mark Risse, UGA, facilitated the discussion on partnerships and the strengths and challenges of working together.


Discussion


Extension Issues

Know the issues and how they overlap between agencies


SC- Forest management is priority


NC- State regulatory requirements are binding

KY- Surface water, drinking water, and cow numbers


MS- working with non-farm audiences


GA- EPD and Ag Department collaboration


1890s- Small scale farms


NRCS Issues
Farm Bill has increased conservation funding which means delivering a Federal program locally.
The EQIP program- only 3/5 of the applications are funded

Educating the urban sector

Hurricanes exposed weaknesses in homeland security issues with bridges on highly erodable soils

Are priorities the same across areas of NRCS, Extension, and EPA?

EPA

What are policy issues on the horizon of the groups?  Watershed


Strengths/Weaknesses Discussion


Extension

Weakness- immediate issues that must be dealt with interfering with planned activities

Strengths- local, non-regulatory, respect, partnerships

NRCS

Weaknesses- not enough patience/follow through, need to “get out of the box”
Strengths- local partnerships, local expertise in implementing conservation

EPA

Weaknesses- inability to sustain a local presence

Strengths- staff dedication/expertise, credibility, ability to provide funding, Administrator knowledgeable in science and ag issues

ACTION: Performance track company in the Ag Sector.
1:05
Wayne Aronson gave a CAFO Rule/ Lawsuit Update in a powerpoint presentation


Discussion/Comments

Caution to EPA not to tell farmers that they “won’t have to apply for a permit” since that is not yet official.

Will the CAFO operator have liabilities for the waste once it leaves the farm? (transport, application rates at another location not controlled by the farmer)

1:30
Jesse Baskerville gave an AFO Update in a powerpoint presentation.

1:50
Carol Kemker gave a powerpoint presentation with information on the Southeast Diesel Collaborative.

Discussion/Comments

Unique situation where farmers WANT to participate


Is there a timetable for retrofits and new engine requirements?


Is there planned expansion to gasoline programs?  Not yet, as diesel is priority with PM.


What factors contribute to non-attainment areas?  


NRCS is using payments to farmers for using biofuels

2:30
Discussion/Comments in Summary

Strengths/Weaknesses and goals from cards are summarized by agency (Mark Risse)
Are current partnerships/collaborations understood and utilized by EPA- possible ACTION- a State level inventory of existing efforts

State Technical Committees may be a good way for EPA, et al to find out about priority areas.

State Tech Comm should consider inviting guests from other agencies to participate and share ideas, etc.

Possible way to split up areas/regions for meetings/collaboration is by cropping system (ie. Green house, row crops, etc.)

Communication between groups is critical

RA’s new Ag Liason should be given a travel budget to tour states and attend some of these meetings.

EPA should put more money into ag support/travel.  Link is to connect these activities to the strategic plan to get more money.

ACTION- how should these meeting be conducted in the future?  (Who, where, how?)

Focused groups with this group as a steering committee.  Issues focused should be split up by priority areas like watersheds.  

ACTION- Everyone should follow up with Carol on the Diesel Collaborative with info and ideas.  This is a possible focused meeting topic.
ACTION- EPA will send out 3-5 topics for the focused meetings and find the “right” people to attend.
