Water Conservation Education in . Francis County: Dealing with Critical
Groundwater Decline
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INTRODUCTION

St. Francis County liesin the middle of the Mississippi Deltaregion of Eastern
Arkansas. Agricultureisthe backbone of the local economy andincludes cotton,
rice, soybean, and wheat production. Agricultural producers are faced with t

water resources issues: critical groundwater decline and Sediment-Based

Eleven Countiesin Arkansas have been declared a“ Critical{
Area’ wherethe Alluvial aquifer is declining at more than 1f
Saturated thickness of the aquifer has been reduced to |lesg
Critical Decline study areaand will likely be declareg \ X N\ B hnology offers cotton producers
This designation h:_asi_mpqrtant implications for ag _ S NN ol system for conservation tillage
groundwater asan irrigation source. 3 S traditional Extension activities has
sto demonstrate the performance
. We now routinely incorporate
iesinto our County Variety trials

beans and cotton are now Round Up
of these varieties make for an easier
ontillage.

003, the Expo focused on water
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