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Florida's youth lack a basic understanding of their local environmental heritage. They assume a birthright to clean water for future health, recreation and biodiversity without the knowledge and conservation ethic to ensure it. 

UF Extension has catalyzed an environmental education partnership among a rural county school district, a pilot middle school, Wakulla Springs State Park, the DEP Office of Environmental Education, and the DOE/ FSU Learn & Serve Program to develop a wholeschool, field-based, hands-on, service-learning curriculum. Twenty extension volunteer educators were trained in Sept-Oct 2005 to teach this curriculum to 500 middle-grade students during 2005-06. 

Volunteers were educated about the signature natural resource of the two-county region the world's largest mapped wet cave system. This world-class karst hydrogeological system links the population, land use, stormwater and wastewater effluent of the state's 
capital city with the drinking water, spring flow and ecotourism of its rural, down-gradient neighbor. 

Trainees learned background information to enable interpretive instruction in the field. They also experienced field trips and hands-on experiments they will lead. Instructional themes were ecology of a spring-run stream (6th-grade curriculum); chemistry, clarity and flow characteristics of springs in response to rainfall (7th-grade curriculum); and karst morphology, maps, morphogenesis and springshed hydrogeology (8th-grade curriculum). 

As students progress through these curricula during middle school, selected 7th- and 8th-grade students will serve as mentors to younger peers in a cascade. Activities will facilitate mastery of state benchmark standards that participating teachers deem most difficult to teach indoors. Student data collection, analysis, and presentation of results in various media will be of service to Wakulla Springs State Park. 
