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Giant Salvinia, Salvinia molesta has been classified as the most noxious aquatic plant ever to invade the waters of the U.S. It is found in every coastal state in the Southeast from North Carolina to Texas as well as Hawaii, California and Arizona. Like most invasive species, in the absence of natural controls such as diseases, predators, or parasites it flourishes and causes major problems to the native ecosystem. In this situation it covered shallow marshes and clogged drainage canals so completely that a 200 lb. man walked across a 9 ft. deep, 40 ft. wide canal. This poster will cover the Louisiana infestations, the many obstacles overcome and research done by the LSU AgCenter to help in control of this invasive species. 

One of the major benefits of the 2003 salvinia control program has been the return of the ecosystem to its natural functions and productivity. Over 200 acres in the areas which were covered with Giant salvinia are now growing submerged aquatics such as widgeon grass (Ruppia) and dwarf spike rush (Eleocharis) as well as being filled with fish and other aquatic life. This marsh is once again prime habitat for migrating waterfowl and fisheries. 

For the time being this 4200 + acre marsh ecosystem has been spared the destruction of giant salvinia. The greater victory is the hundreds of thousands of acres of marsh which have been spared because of this control effort. The 70,000 acre Cameron-Creole watershed lies just to the north of this infestation, separated only by levees and ridges at some places. The key to maintaining control is vigilance.
