Water Quality Education in the Catawba River Watershed 
Lenny Rogers, North Carolina Cooperative Extension 

Alexander County lies in the Catawba River Watershed of Western North Carolina. The Alexander Cooperative Extension Center has provided and continues to provide a variety of water quality programs for the citizens of our county and region. 

There has been an educational wetlands constructed via an EPA 319 grant at one of the elementary schools in the county. This has been a great place to showcase urban storm water problems and successful BMPs put into place. It has also proven very successful to educate youth on aquatic plants, watershed basics, wetland wildlife habitat, etc. Approximately 55 different classes from different schools have toured these wetlands. Also, here we have had a teacher training for over 20 teachers and 15 other different adult groups have toured these wetlands. 

Another teaching tool we use for groups regularly is the ground water model. We have utilized this teaching tool with over 131 local youth groups. Through this we teach the importance of keeping our groundwater clean and how polluted water can contaminate our wells, lakes and rivers. 

Another BMP demonstration site we have established and educated groups with is the County Department of Transportation site. Here storm water runoff coming from a 7 acre impervious area and from salt piles, dirt piles, etc. has been funneled into a dry pond equipped with a Faircloth Skimmer. 

Recently we held a youth Water Discover Day, covering our Catawba Watershed basic information, with large maps of the various streams and water bodies within our county. We then used the Bio-Assess kit to familiarize the kids with common stream macro-invertebrates and then assessed a local stream's quality with great success. 

This past year we held a 4 County Watershed Update at Hickory Cove Camp on the shores of Lake Hickory for key leaders and government officials. The early-birds for that day boarded one of the available pontoon boats for a view of some of the dams, buffer violations, aquatic plants etc. on Lake Hickory. Then as others joined us, participants viewed some of the 4-H stations exhibiting some of the materials and tools being used to educate youth on proper water quality information. Three excellent speakers addressed the group on invasive aquatic plants Hydrilla and Parrots Feather that are in our Catawba River Lakes, the many problems resulting in lower water quality in our Watershed creeks and streams, and the many available BMPs available to correct storm water problems. 

Through educational efforts such as these, we hope our citizens will attain a greater respect and concern for the water quality in our own Catawba River Watershed. 
