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Animal producers are facing many challenges of waste distribution to stay within EPA/EPD guidelines. Many of these operations use nutrient-rich animal manure as fertilizer on pastures and row crops. Soil testing is needed to determine proper animal waste application rates according to crops produced, nutrient content of the soil, harvest goals, and in many cases additional nutrients deposited by grazing animals. The sampling of existing Phosphorus or Soil Test Phosphorus(STP) is of great concern because of high levels reported in many fields. This concern is heightened by environmental concerns of excessive phosphorus applications. Fifteen soil samples were collected and analyzed for use in developing a Nutrient Management Plan for a poultry farm in Hart County, Georgia. Most of the samples had very high STP with one sample, taken with a shovel, had a level of 1284 pounds per acre. Sampling procedures can be the weakest link in the process. The Hart County Agent conducted an on-farm demonstration to demonstrate the proper sampling techniques. The demonstration emphasized that proper sampling can mean the difference between using a field to apply litter for a crop, and avoiding the cost of fertilizer, or paying someone to take the nutrient rich manure away. 
