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The South Florida Irrigation and Nutrient Schools are a one-day educational programs focusing on drip irrigation systems design, maintenance, irrigation scheduling, fumigation and nutrient management for commercial vegetable growers. These programs have brought together Extension personnel, members of the ag supply industry, state agencies, and producers. Research and regulatory updates are taught through combinations of classroom lectures and hands-on demonstrations in the field. Attendance ranged from 75 to 85 participants for each of the four programs offered between 2002 and 2005. Participants are provided with supporting educational materials including extension publications, brochures, and copies of Power Point presentations. Together with CEU and CCA credits, the attendees receive a certificate of program completion. Knowledge increase for each participant is measured by comparing participants' score increase in identical pre-training and post training tests The average knowledge gain for all programs was +25%. Overall program ratings at the end of the day showed consistently that a large majority (95%) of the participants rated the program as 'excellent' or 'very good'.
