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The principal objective of the EPA Region 4 Children's Environmental Health (CEH) Partnership is to develop capacity, enhance communication, and facilitate coordination of partnership states to reduce children's exposures to environmental health hazards. 

Beginning in 2000, EPA Region 4 Children's Environmental Health Program established a partnership with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) through regional land grant universities to develop state capacity in children's environmental health. Through this partnership, EPA and CSREES have conducted educational activities to increase awareness of children's environmental health hazards. Education and outreach material addressing health hazards are being utilized and distributed in over 80 percent of the counties in the region via programming and special education efforts. Special efforts have included the promotion of Children's Environmental Health Month (October), which collectively reached over 17 million people via conferences, health fairs, and media programming. In addition to serving as an education and outreach resource, CSREES also provides compliance assistance for EPA's lead program in each of the partnership states. 

Each of the partnership states has designated an extension professional to serve as the state contact to promote children's environmental health activities. To further expand the level of expertise/resources for the promotion of children's environmental health, each state contact has established a state-specific children's environmental health State Working Group. State-specific working groups include representation from the state level organizations, including but not limited to the Departments of Agriculture, Environment, and Health. 

EPA Region 4 CEH Partnership maintains regular contact via conference calls, electronic/hard copy correspondences, and regular meetings. An annual meeting/training is held each year to share the past year's accomplishments and determine the future direction of the program. Since 2001, annual meetings focusing on topics including but not limited to asthma, lead, mercury, mold, air quality, and safe drinking water have provided training to over 160 participants. 
