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Excess fertilizer from lawns and gardens can be a source of pollution to lakes and creeks in the Stillwater Creek watershed. A large amount of runoff can be traced back to driveways, gardens, lawns and sidewalks. Such areas may contribute soapy runoff from washing a car, oils, or antifreeze, as well as cleansers, pesticides, and excess nutrients from fertilizers. 

The fertilizers and pesticides used on residential properties, in gardens, and in landscaping are similar to those used on farms. In fact, on a per-acre basis, homeowners use much more fertilizer and pesticides than farmers. 

The current study shows the buildup of phosphorus in residential areas where fertilizer has been used periodically without soil testing. Storm water runoff from homes, parking lots and farms carries surplus nutrients into waterways, affecting the right environment for breeding blankets of algae that exhaust the oxygen supply, killing fish and other wildlife. In the past century, excessive urban growth has paved over forests, fields and wetlands across the country, creating the problem of urban stormwater-- rainwater that washes over dirty surfaces such as roads and lawns and becomes a main source of pollution in rivers and other surface waters. 
