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The current water shortages in the Southwest clearly set limits on expectations and water consumption available for landscape irrigation. To reduce the amount of potable water used in landscape irrigation as part of a water conservation plan, effluent water or low quality ground water that does not meet standards for human consumption could be used instead. New and improved salt tolerant grasses have made the prospect of using these grasses in conjunction with saline irrigation water more promising. However, these new grasses have yet to be tested for a combined cold hardiness and salt tolerance under harsh high altitude climate conditions. A study at New Mexico State University assessed the feasibility of using saline ground water to irrigate turfgrasses. The objectives of the study were to determine if 1) non-potable, saline ground water can be used for turfgrass establishment and 2) if adequate turf coverage can be achieved by using subsurface irrigation. Data on turfgrass establishment and turf quality will be presented. 
