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The University of Florida / St. Lucie County Cooperative Extension office in conjunction with the County's Recycling Department has implemented a recycling program that focuses on removing used monofilament fishing line from the environment. Discarded fishing line accounts for many tragic wildlife deaths due to entanglement. Birds face prolonged death from starvation by having the line wrapped around their beaks or necks. When their wings or legs become tangled, it hinders or removes their ability to fly, search for food, and avoid predators. Manatee, turtles, alligators, and other wildlife suffer from loss of limbs from line entanglement and even death from gangrenous infection, or ingestion of the line. 

One solution to the problem is to have monofilament fishing line recycling stations available to boaters and fishermen to discard used line. The Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) provided grant funding for the supplies to construct twelve recycling stations. During 2004, these recycling stations were placed at locations throughout the county. A list of locations is available online at http://kgioeli.ifas.ufl.edu/monofilament.htm 

Overall, this program has been highly successful. Recycling stations are monitored by county staff, and several miles of monofilament fishing line has been recycled through this program. The monofilament fishing lines collected from these stations were cleaned of all organic material and metal fishing hooks and sinkers. The line is then ready to be shipped to a monofilament line processor and turned into another usable product. 
