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The Clean Water Act of 1972 required states to set water quality standards based on designated uses, such as public drinking water, fish and wildlife, recreation, agriculture, industrial, etc. It also required states to identify and set priorities on waters not meeting those standards including streams, rivers, reservoirs, lakes and wetlands. 

If one or more pollutants are found to exceed the water quality standards for a given body of water, a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for that body of water must be established. A TMDL is the maximum amount of pollution a water body can receive without violating water quality standards. 

The state of Kansas has identified priority sub-basins needing TMDL implementation and water quality restoration. The state is taking a voluntary compliance approach to meeting TMDLs. K-State Research and Extension is providing a lead role in the TMDL implementation process by hiring seven Extension Watershed Specialists. These specialists are assigned to high priority TMDL watersheds in order to educate and motivate local citizens to take water quality restoration and protection actions. 

Watershed specialists provide general public information and education programs to raise local awareness. 
