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An abundance of clean water has always been one of the great benefits of Tennessee's forested watersheds. Of the utmost importance is the prevention of soil erosion during forest operations. This benefits forest landowners, managers and loggers. Forest Best Management Practices (BMPs) are used to protect water quality in forest management activities. 

According to the Forest Statistics for Tennessee, the Upper Cumberland section of Central Tennessee (Cheatham, Dickson, Henry, Hickman, Houston, Humphreys, Montgomery, Robertson and Stewart counties), has 1,570,600 acres of timberland with 1,181,400 acres or approximately 75% owned by individual landowners. The percentage of forestland in this nine county area is approximately 60% of the total land area. Landowners need to become more knowledgeable of the value of their timber resources, forestry best management practices, including water quality, and timber marketing options to improve economic opportunities. 

Forest Best Management Practices for Tennessee landowners include: streamside management zones that filter sediment and pollutants and keep them from entering streams; forest roads (to include broad base dips and water bars) and skid trails, when properly constructed help prevent erosion and protects water quality; log landing areas should be properly planned, located and maintained and properly used stream crossings aid in erosion control and help to keep new sediment from entering streams. 

The forestry best management practices educational programs were presented to area landowners through county forestry associations, meetings, field days, tours and demonstrations. 
