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A need exists for Extension and other interests to better understand the important role of citizen involvement in local natural resource management. This poster presents a research framework designed to (1) identify public participation opportunities in Everglades restoration and management issues (specifically, the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan) and (2) measure citizen awareness and knowledge of these issues, understanding of public decision-making processes, and desire to participate. Final research results (expected June 2006) will provide a strong foundation for the development and delivery of a timely, relevant, and high quality Extension education program to increase citizen involvement in Everglades restoration and management. 

A mixed methods research framework will be used to meet the objectives described above. First, key informant interviews will be conducted to identify key public decisions regarding Everglades restoration and to assess public participation opportunities. Second, a citizen mail survey will be conducted in eight selected Florida counties to measure citizen awareness and knowledge of Everglades restoration and management, understanding of public decision-making processes, and participation interest. Dillman's Tailored Design Methodology will be used along with bilingual surveys (English/Spanish) to maximize response rates. 
