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Over the last two decades, nitrate levels in North Florida's Middle Suwannee and Santa Fe River basins have been on the increase. Nitrates in these rivers come primarily from human and livestock wastes, and fertilizers. 

To address this problem, the Suwannee River Partnership was formed in 1999 to encourage those who would be most impacted to be proactive in assessing how they operate in hopes that regulations might be avoided. This coalition of 54 state, federal and regional 
agencies, local governments and private industry representatives are working together to assess sources of nutrient loading to the Suwannee and Santa Fe Rivers. The goal is to optimize reductions in nutrient loading to the waters of the basins emphasizing voluntary, incentive-based programs for protection of the environment and public health. 

The Partnership has a goal of achieving at least 80% adoption of agricultural best management practices (BMPs) by 2008. Through research, education and outreach programs and involving all the stakeholders in the process, the Partnership is able to apply the best resources available to make the BMP process effective and obtainable for the agriculture and natural resource industries in the Suwannee and Santa Fe river basins. 
