Extension Master
Gardener Program




What/Who are Master Gardeners?

e Trained core of volunteers who assist
County Extension Agents/Educators in




What do Master Gardeners Do?

 Master Gardener program was never
meant to be just a horticulture training




The Kentucky Master
Gardener Program




Master Gardener Organization

 County Agent must coordinate the local
program
— Sets program schedule and theme




Recruitment

« Brochure: “Become a Kentucky
Master Gardener”




Master Gardener Training

e Core content (24 hours total)
— Cooperative Extension and Volunteerism
— Basic Botany
— Soils and Fertility




Impact of MG programs to
Extension

« Impact data collection - 2003

« Master Gardener programs active in
26 counties in all regions of the state




Kentucky Master Gardener Projects

« Community Education
— Demonstration Gardens




Kentucky Master Gardener Projects

e Large educational events
— Garden Gurus
— Partners in other events state-wide




University of Kentucky — Lexington Arboretum




Master Gardener Vegetable Garden at the Arboretum




Accessible Garden at Arboretum







Junior Master Gardeners

 Program for school-aged children
« Administered through Texas A&M
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Junior Master Gardener Program




Junior Master
Gardener programs
are now activein 5
counties.



Master Gardeners Nationwide

« USDA Leadership
— Master Gardeners as a “front-lines”




PRED Training

Phytophthora ramorum Educate to
Detect Training




Master Gardeners and Water Quality

e Sustainable/healthy landscapes
o Several states have mtroduced water




Successfully Engaging Master
Gardeners

 Provide educational resources
— Fact sheets
— PowerPoint presentations coordinators’ use in training

e Joint projects or integration of concepts into




Master Gardener Programs

www.ahs.org/master _gardeners/index.htm
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